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Archdiocesan Office for Environment

Auxiliary Bishop of Bombay

Chairperson - Office for Environment &
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Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India

We live in times in great uncertainty. Earlier this
year, it was India’s hottest ever February in the past
122 years, there has been unseasonal rain and
crop damage, and meteorological experts have
forecasted a normal to below normal monsoon. |
just read a horrifying news article that reported 3
million litres of water for Mumbai went down a drain
every day for five months following damage to a
water supply tunnel in November 2022. COVID-19
cases are on the rise again. We find our lives and
circumstances may be tinged with despair,
dullness, death, disease, destruction and
deterioration. Perhaps, our zeal for our ecological
ministry has been floundering.

»
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And yet, hope abounds all around us. A closer
look at a tree in the compound reveals baby
birds breaking out of their eggs — their parents
foraging constantly for food to sustain new life.
Despite the heat, tiny shoots emerge from the
soil — urging us to water these delicate sprouts.
Along our fragile coasts and supported by
conservation efforts, newly hatched turtle
babies have been making their way back to the
sea. The darkness of the night is always
followed by the light of dawn, particularly
striking is the sun rising over snow-capped
Himalayan peaks. The confines of the grave
can never contain the magnificence of the
resurrection!

When Jesus’ empty tomb was discovered,
people were flummoxed. The disciples and the
authorities thought the other party to be at fault
for the disappearance of his body. The risen
Jesus was ultimately encountered only by a
select few of his followers. But even those few
encounters filled believers with enough hope to
ensure that evangelisation continues well over
2000 years later! The great feast of Easter
reminds us that through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, we are “born again to a living
hope” (1 Peter 1:3). The ecological situation is
undoubtedly dire, but in our risen Lord we
discover the reassurance of new life. In this
Easter season, therefore, let us revive our
commitment to care for creation and do our part
to let nature flourish. May we all take actions
and steps to rejuvenate the earth.

Earth Day (22nd April) 2023 continues with the
theme “Invest in Our Planet” — some ways to do so
are here; while the Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change (IPCC) released the final
instalment of its Sixth Assessment Report in
March — read a critique here
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https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-tips/
https://theconversation.com/ipccs-conservative-nature-masks-true-scale-of-action-needed-to-avert-catastrophic-climate-change-202287

EDITOR'S NOTE

Easter is a time of wonder and awe. We may
constantly highlight the gravity of the planetary
crisis, but during Easter we look to the risen
Jesus to focus on the miracle of life.

Let's imagine the wonder of the Resurrection.
The Gospels tell us that our Lord’s body was
prepared and placed in a new tomb with a
large stone sealing its opening. Then we
have accounts of an open and empty tomb
with burial cloths neatly folded, guards asleep,
the authorities fretting over “grave robbing”,
distraught followers. To only two women does
an angel proclaim, “He is not here, for he has
risen, as he said” (Matthew 28:6). They soon
encounter and worship Jesus, who instructs
them to tell the disciples to go to Galilee
(Matthew 28:9-10). However, of the moment
of the Resurrection itself — the glorious
moment of the victory of Jesus over sin and
death, his transition to new life — we don't
know. Possibly, we cannot even truly
comprehend. But what we do know are our
instructions — to believe, to hope, to not be
afraid, to proclaim.

With the Resurrection comes revival and
rejuvenation. Thus, this issue, we feature
your initiatives of revival — your sustained
recycling works, your giving new life to
second-hand items, your care of trees, your
green Easter experience. We have an article
on climate change education and another on
hope in a naturalistic world. We have poems
on trees and roses and a special prayer titled:
The Tree of Life.
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We hope this issue reignites our wonder and
awe of the world around us — nature and all
life forms lovingly created, enlivened and
sustained by the Word of God, the Breath of
the Spirit and redeemed by Jesus. May we
believe in our capacity for revival, hope in the
new life Easter brings, fear not the ecological
challenge before us, and proclaim our care
for creation. Let us rejuvenate ourselves,
revive our efforts that have been flagging,
sustain and intensify our ecological
stewardship. May we mark this Easter
season with hope, revival and rejuvenation.

While we emphasise awe and wonder, let us
not forget gratitude. We are immensely
thankful for the living hope that Easter brings
us and the abundant blessings God showers
on us. We are also grateful to our Bishop-in-
Charge who steers our ministry at the
Archdiocesan Office for Environment (AOE).
Bishop Allwyn D’Silva celebrates his 75th
birthday on 20th April — the AOE team sends
him greetings and goodwill: A very happy
birthday Bishop Allwyn, thank you for your
monumental and pioneering work in our
humble vineyard and may “the Lord bless
you and keep you; the Lord make his face to
shine upon you and be gracious to you; the
Lord lift up his countenance upon you and
give you peace” always!

The Editorial Team

Fr Luke Rodrigues SJ

Head, Archdiocesan Office for Environment
Naomi Gonsalves

Shawna Nemesia Rebello
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AOE DIARY

« We had an online consultation with over thirty
persons on 16th January as part of planning
for future activities of the AOE

« Nineteen persons from nine parishes
received their certificates from Bishop Allwyn
D'Silva at the valedictory session of
Certificate Course for Eco Ambassadors —
2022 on 5th February at the Loyola Hall of St
Peter’'s Church, Bandra West

« We prepared an Ecological Way of the Cross

on the request of the Commission for Liturgy
of the Archdiocese of Bombay

« Fr Luke gave an online session on Cosmic
Spirituality to the Karnataka Province of the
Apostolic Carmel Sisters on 20th March

« The AOE participated in a reflection of the
Social Apostolate of the Archdiocese of
Bombay on 22nd March at Ashakiran,
Goregaon East

« COMING UP: The AOE Youth Wing is
organising an Eco Camp at Mahad on 6th-
7th May for all interested youth to strengthen
bonds with nature

P.S.: Don't forget to join our mailing list through
the form linked here.
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The AOE participated in an online consultation
organised by the CBCI Office for Environment
and Climate Change on 16th February

Fr Luke conducted a session on Liturgy and
the Environment at the valedictory ceremony of
the Advanced Liturgy Course on 12th March at
the Daughters of St Paul Convent, Bandra

Fr Luke mentored Snehlata Alphonso and
George D’'Mello in their ecological ministry
during the Institute for Ministry of Faith
Enrichment (IMFE) course — the graduation
ceremony was held in Dadar on 19th March

o
PRESENTS

ECO YOUTH
MCAMP

,‘—’Af_\/ Location : Mahad

Date : 6th-7th May 2023
Ages : 16-30 years
Registration Cost : Rs.300 ;:.5

FOR REGISTRATION

GLE PAY NUMBER
7

4£5310 RALPH RODRIGUES

81697 45310

Q
16%
O

OOGLE PAY ID :
LPHRDRGS@O0OKSBI
LPHRDRGS®OKAXIS 96195 41129

LAST DATE TO REGISTER 15TH APRIL 2023
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AKANKSHA FERNANDES :


https://liturgycentrebandra.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Ecological-Way-of-the-Cross-2023.pdf
https://forms.zohopublic.com/ecoteam/form/EmailSubscription/formperma/JiprjuvK3mpR3U4YCUF2sJRrUGuAhnecve9RI7-bZc0
https://forms.zohopublic.com/ecoteam/form/EmailSubscription/formperma/JiprjuvK3mpR3U4YCUF2sJRrUGuAhnecve9RI7-bZc0
https://forms.zohopublic.com/ecoteam/form/EmailSubscription/formperma/JiprjuvK3mpR3U4YCUF2sJRrUGuAhnecve9RI7-bZc0
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Do we care about what happens to the huge amount of wet waste generated every day by you, me,
restaurants, institutions, etc.? On 2nd February, thirty eager students of National College were soon
going to find out. These students are learning about the environment and the detrimental impact
created by our wasteful habits. They got in touch with our Care for Creation Group (CCG) and,
through Lillian Pais, we arranged a visit to the Pali Hill Reservoir, the main source of water supply to
Bandra West. There they could see / smell / experience first-hand how waste is not wasted. A part
of the reservoir's premises has been skilfully demarcated, where, using both manual and mechanical
techniques, waste gets successfully converted into electricity and compost.

Beyond midnight and into the wee hours of the morning, garbage vans unload food waste, collected
largely from restaurants. The first and most critical step of the process is manual segregation. It is a
humbling process to witness the laborious task of manual segregation of food waste, which emits a
nauseating and decaying stench. We realised that the municipal staff are simple, hardworking, and
committed to the cause. Day in and day out, in all kinds of weather, and at great risk to their health,
they carry on the work of manual waste segregation. It was shocking to see so much plastic — bags,
containers, and cutlery — mixed with food. Even the shredding large chunks of meat is done manually.
All this waste is then fed into shredders which pulverise it into a very fine, semi-watery paste. From
this step on, temperature-controlled machines convert the waste to electricity and further, to compost.

« The street lights all along Pali Road are run on this energy

« All municipal gardens are supplied with good compost from here

The instant and resounding reaction from the students was...Wow! What a breath-taking
experience! Lessons instantly learned. The students understood the need to be mindful of waste and
realised the importance of waste segregation. Charged with energy, they readily agreed to partner
with the CCG and volunteered to come on board to share ideas and work on common projects.

We at the CCG, extend the invitation to all parishioners, as responsible citizens, to inculcate this

lifestyle change of wet and dry waste segregation at the level of family, housing society and
community. Let’s waste no time.
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https://www.bisleri.com/bottles-for-change
https://rur.co.in/services/epr/epr-tetra-pak/



https://www.bisleri.com/bottles-for-change
https://ecoreco.com/services-weee-recycling.aspx
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